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Cartoon 13 - Political Cartoons

Splitting Apart Enslaved Families
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As the man on the fable -
auctions off an infant
slave, the slave’s mother
{shown kneeling} pleads

with her owner to '
reconsider selling off her
child.
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ANALYZING POLITICAL CARTOONS
Study the political cartoon, and then answer the questions that follow.

1. Based on the sign in the top left part of the cartoon, how is the cartoonist portraying
the general attitude toward slavery in this part of America at the time of the cartoon?

2. Why might members of enslaved families be separated from each other?

3. Based on your readings about the South’s economy, where will the African
Americans shown here most likely be taken to work?
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